Gilbert, Arizona - P4. Special Event

Mayor’'s Ambassador Forum: Tourism

The 2016 Spring Mayor’s Ambassador Forum on Tourism was an opportunity for Gilbert to educate state and local business leaders about
the economic impact of tourism, inform attendees of the Town’s assets and assist them in creating connections with one another.

A post event video was created to explain the purpose of the
event and recap the highlights. Raw footage was packaged
for media use and sent via a post event media release.
Click the picture to watch the video or visit Gilbert, Arizona’s
YouTube Page.

Gilbert had 246 people watch remotely via Periscope for
the LIVE Q&A at the Mayor’s Ambassador Forum.
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Photos from the event were taken and uploaded
into a Flickr album on Gilbert, Arizona’s account.
Attendees and media can access high resolution
photos for downloading and sharing.

A post event Digital Media Release was sent via
email with Raw Video Footage and Photos for
Media to utilize in print, social or news footage.
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Gilbert Focuses on Tourism at Mayor’'s Ambassador

Forum
April 13, 2016

Gilbert, Ariz.- Tourism is the largest industry sector in Arizona and Gilbert wants to
capitalize on this untapped market. It's just one of the reasons Gilbert's latest Mayor's
Ambassador Forum brought industry leaders together to weigh in on the topic.

Panelists at the forum included representatives from the Arizona Office of Tourism,
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, Minding Your Business, Inc., Hyatt Place and Inspire Courts
of AZ. Through their discussion, attendees learned how tourism affects the community, why
it's so important and what Gilbert is doing to boost efforts.

“Tourism is often the very first stage in economic development,” said Arizona Office of Tourism
Deputy Director Stephanie Dowling. “When people come into the valley to experience it
they're often left with ‘| want to live there’ or ‘| want to move my business there’ so it's a really
important part of the process. To see a mayor really embrace that is such a great way to
present a very clear vision.”

Gilbert earned $180,000 in tax collection from Food, Entertainment and Retail Sales (FERS)
but the community has the potential to earn $725,000 annually. With plenty of attractions and
amenities from foodie destinations to natural preserves, there's a lot to discover in Gilbert.
For more information about Gilbert tourism, click here.
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l Gilbert received a number of questions regarding tourism on
its Facebook page. The below Facebook graphic defines
tourism and invited residents to the event who wanted to learn
more about the economic impact of tourism.

Electronic invitations were sent to 1,200
business stakeholders via MailChimp. Of
those invited, 140 attended.

You Are Invited!

The Mayor's Ambassador Forum

Wednesday, April 13, 2016
The Falls Event Center - 4635 E. Baseline Road, Gilbert, AZ 85234

" TOURISM IN GILBERT?

TOURISM ISN’T JUST ROLLER COASTERS AND THEME PARKS.

GILBERT FOCUSES
ON CAPTURING
DOLLARS FROM
VISITORS WHO
ARE ALREADY
HERE...

ATTEND THE GILBERT MAYOR’S AMBASSADOR FORUM APRIL 14TH TO
DISCOVER WHAT GILBERT HAS TO OFFER AND TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
GILBERT’S STRATEGY TO CAPTURE TOURIST DOLLARS WHILE THEY ARE

ALREADY IN THE VALLEY.
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In the lobby, Gilbert had one tourism by the
numbers boards and ten boards showcasing
the Top 10 Places to visit in Gilbert.
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